of her father.

145.    Gopichand and Swarooparani have two sons, aged 6
years and 7 years. After the birth of the second son, Gopichand
falls in love with one Muslim lady, Razia Begum and he ultimately
converts himself to a Muslim and marries Razia Begum. Still he
wants to have the custody of the two children born through his
first wife, on the ground that he is the natural guardian. What is
the position?

*    Normally, under Section 6 of the Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, the natural guardian of a Hindu minor, in
respect of the minor's person as well as in respect of the
minor's property, in the case of a boy or an unmarried girl is
the father and after him the mother provided that the custody
of a minor who has not completed the age of five years shall
ordinarily be with the mother. But under proviso (a) to
Section 6 if the father has ceased to be Hindu he shall not be
entitled to act as the natural guardian of a minor. In the above
case, as Gopichand has converted himself to a Muslim and
ceased to be Hindu, he shall not be entitled to act as the
natural guardian for his two sons and consequently, he will
not be entitled to the custody of the two children.

146.   Haragopal and Leelarani are husband and wife and they
have two sons. After some time, Haragopal completely and
finally renounces the world by becoming an ascetic (Sanyasi). In
such a case, who will be the guardian of the minor sons?

*   Under proviso (b) to Section 6 (a) of the Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, no person shall be entitled to act as the
natural guardian of a minor if he has completely and finally
renounced the world by becoming a Sanyasi. Therefore, as per
sub-section (a) of Section 6, after the father, who is excluded
under the provisio (b), the mother is the natural guardian for
the minor sons.

147.    Rameswari and Bheemarao are wife and husband and
they have two sons and one daughter. They are middle class
people. Nagendra Rao is their best family friend and he has no
children. He requested Bheemarao and his wife to give one of
their sons in adoption to him. They accordingly agree and give
their second son to Nagendra Rao in adoption. After some time,
the adoptive father becomes Sanyasi and does not look after the
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